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MEMORANDUM FOR Major General John A. Wickham, Jr.
Military Assistant to the Secretary of Defense

\

SUBJECT: Turklsh Ald Cut-0ff

Over the last two days | have had the opportunity to falk to some of
the staff people working on the Turkey Issue for Eagleton, Brademas,
et al.

A couple of general Impressions emerged:

(1) Certainly_Eagleton and perhaps _his col)eagues ‘in the Greek
lobby in the House as well would welcome gome excuse to agree to an .
extension of the February 5 cut-off date;ELHowever, they would need <
a gesture from the Turﬁﬂ*yhich the present state of the Clerides- 5
Denktash talks does not/torward. Of course they blame the Turks for
stalling these conversations and see no real possibility under present
ircumstances to extend the February 5 date.

(2) They are closely consulting with such '"'Shadow Cabinet' figures
shhgorge Ball and Cy Vance. The advice they seem to be getting from these.
ources is that from ®artier experience in dealing with the Turks they
sare indeed susceptible to _tough bargaining tactics and that the Congress

uld not be overly impressed with alarms from the Admlnistratlon on
ossible Turkish reaction after February 5. - ;

(3) All agree that the §230 milllon letter of offer on tank moderni-

EFation was tactically useful for the Greek lobby cause. It Is understood
Sthat this item was sent to Congress in strict accordance with the law
but it is obvious that the staffers and advisors to the Greek lobby had
found it advantageous in projecting.in the press that the image of the
Administration trying tobreach its understandtng with the Congress that
it would not stuff goodies into the Turkish stocking at an increased. rate

before the cut-off date..

. | don't know what the relationship between _the Secretary and Ball/
Is, buf @ conversation. theré might “be “useful where the two are ¢lear y
agslng as the hraln Jrusf‘of this 0perat|on.

Harry E. Bergold Jr.,
Deputy Assistant Secretary
European and NATO Affairs.




